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| CON in Occaſioned by my 4 


TO HIS 


Þ R I E N D>: 


With his Proteſtation atthe receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament in - 


the Tower; July 3 1681. x 


S 1 R, | | 
Hough I have never received a Line from you theſe ten years, 
or know whether you have ſo much as. heard of the late 
Impriſonment of the great 7rinzevirate, viz. Two Proteſtaxt 
> . Lords and a Joyner, much leſs read the Idle Stuff with 
which they or their Friends have. Peſtered the Town in their Vindica- 
tion; yet becauſe it is the new way af. telling. all the world what we 
Pleaſe, and. eſpecially our .Sir Pol. Conceitsof Afﬀairs of State, by pre- 
tending to whrſper'em only to a Friend iq, a Corner, I muſt beg'your 
leave to write, now to you, that this Sheet of mine too maycdtme out 
with the. Title of a Letter to a Friend: 'Wherein T ſhall give you ſome 
' account. of a Paper, called, " Letyer of wy Lord Howard of Eltriek to 
_ bis Friend, together with his Prowſtation 4t hit recejving the Bleſſed 
..Communion. z#-the Tower. TOI 


" The Publiſher of this Leiter and Proteftation of my Lords, Uſhers,it 
in with an Harangue of his own, .ahd very fro [y.tells us. "That there 
are twp times in which his Charity daes oblige him to think men, (eſpecially 
j#uch as ſtile themſelves Chriſtians,) dre EN ch any Ming ders ting from 
Truth, to wit, at their approach to gs? and to Gods Holy Table. F Br 


& YE. TE]: .. 
| deed I can't chooſe but be yery much inclin'd to his Charitable opini- 
on, and muftneeds think it very ard that any perſon, eſpecially if 
he has been of a Converſation void of Offence towards God and. to- 
wards'man, and of aLife that might teſtify for him,” thathe did not on- 
ly file bimfelfa Chriſtian, but was really ſo; that,ſuch a one, I ſay, 
ſhould not be believed in cither of theſe two Circumſtances : But I am 
as ure that it is very reaſonable, that what 18 utter'd in the very: mo- 
ment of Death, | with all che. circumſtances that uſually attend ſuch 
Proteſtations, ought to carry much, greater force than. that. which is 
never ſo Religiouffy protefted at the receiving of the Communion, 
where the hopes of avoiding puniſWent by Swearing off a Guilt that | 
3s Capital, and the diſtance of the Judgment that 1st reatned this Vio- 
. lation, and perhaps the disbelief of any future puniſhment for it at all, 
may be very ſtrong Inducements to any perſon in theſe Circumſtances 
' toventure to approach' this Holy Table. with" a Lye in his Mouth : 
"> eſpecially if his Life-and Converſatigh has been ſuch, andparticularly his 
. | Reverence for this Holy Sacrament at other 'times- ſa. little, as may 
zive but very ſmall grounds of. Credibility to his Proteſtations at the 
ſame Holy Sacrament, when. either toſerve his Intereſt, or to (ave his 
Life they are made ; -and how far this may concern our Noble Proteſtor, 
we ſhall ſhortly enquire. © If thery the Scribler that tells us, There are 
two times in which we are chiefly to believe zwen ; tells ys, as he does im- 
mediately after ; that for all thjs-he can't believe what has been fo ſo- 
lemnly afferted by ſeveral Gentlemen at one of thefe his two times, and 
that which of the two is leaſt lyable to ſuſpition of Falſhood ; he can- 
- hot ſire be offended if ſome perſons are as hard of belief to what js as 
ſolemnly Proteſted at the other: And particularly by my Lord Howard, 
if ſome reaſons appear that may very. well juſtify the. incredulity that 
ſuſpefts this Honourable Lords Declaration. | 
And fir(tlet Peqple very well conſider the laſt Confeſſion of Fitz- 
Harris, . ſo deliberately written,. each Period ſo Religioully Sworn to 
upon his Knees, and with ſuch d:cadful Tmprecations own'd and affer- 
ted for Truth, both at his Penning/ it, and. at the laſt moment of his 
Life, without any hopes of Pardon upon Earth, or any poſlibility of 
| Pardon in Heaven, if he ſhould die with a Lye in in his Mouth; and 
_ and then let them te]l me which Proteſtation oyght to have greateſt 
| weight , that of a Dying Penitent, or fuch a Communicant. Sure if 
gs Oatks and Proteſtations make men either Innocent or Guilty, my Lord 
-,_  ; Howard's and this being\compar'd by Impartial Judges, it will go very 
: bard-on-the Peers fide. But alas.! there are other Teſtimonies, Living 
Witneſſes which in theſe Caſes are to make good ſuch'a' Charge as' is. 
laid to; his Lordſhip before that Tribunal whoſe Juſtice- is' not here to 


3 


| be Foreſtal'd : And therefore 'tis.the Proteltations on both ſides , and 

B-. the Salemaity of. ther that is fittel for usto examine. Ina word then, 
F & a + p43 4 5 + > who 03 5 : - oy - Ic: + SS LV? BOYESE'Y ſh 25s A 

ys if Mr, Fitz-harryshis Declaration, be trye, my Lord Howard's, (atleaſt 

FEE the firſt part of 1t) 38.falle, Fox t e Jaſt part of it, Iz. That he never was 

2; f#:that houſe in Shandois Strebt, woere the ſaid Fitz-Hatrys was taker, 

<y 4 Ss Cs 2 hs | and 
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and where bis Wife ſoon after was brought tb Bed, ſave only once in the 
company of a Lady, &c.' It may perhaps be true 3 but hereis withal 
a Mental Reſervation, as. had we no other grounds , might make us 
ſuſpet all the reſt he labours to perfwade us : For perhaps that Lady 


| his Lordſhip ſpeaks of can atteſt, and I am ſure ſeveral others can, that 
he has.not been once or twice, but very frequently, at divers times, 
not only in publick at Dinners and Suppers., but alſo privately with 


Fitz-Herrys ; not indeed in that Houſe wherein he was taken, and where- 
in his Wife ſoon after was brought to Bed , as his-Lordſbip fo cautiouſly 
proteſts, but in - that Houſe where he formerly lived, 'Mr. Fitz-Farys 
having removed from that to another not many doors diſtant a little 
while before he was apprehended. | . 

I beſeech you, my Lord, why all this Caution?. Why ſo tender of 


. naming Fitz-Harys his Houſe, ' without adding theſe qualities toit; 


wherein he was taken, and' wherein his Wife was brought 10 hed 2 Was it 
not to evade the including the other Houſe of Mr. Fitz-Farys his in 
Shandeis-ftreet, where he and your Lordſhip have ſate up almoſt whole 
nights together, with all the privacy tmaginable, with no ill intention 


_ alas! only to ſmoak an innocent Pipe, and have alittle indifferent chat 


by your ſelves, or ſo 2 Or were you affraid that, without this Reſtri- 
Qion, -you might be in danger 'of ſwearing that you had not- been 


- above once in your whole Life at your own Houſe. Your own Houſe, 


my Lord, which entertained Fitz-Harys ſo long, almoſt a whole Win- 


' ter, that by an eafie figure it might be called Mr. F;itz-Farris bis Houſe, 


or atleaſt Mr. Fitz- Farris his lodgings. Or was this mighty care and 
exaQneſs uſed to make people believe that you really valu'd what you 
ſwore? Was that the Policy? to make a mental Reſervation on pur- 
poſe to be found out? that the World might think your Conſcience. 
a little more ſcrupulous, and your Veneration for a Sacrament ſome- 
what greater, than when your Lordſhip adminiſtred it your ſelf in 
Lambs-wool 2 Indeed you would put this upon us, and therefore you 


_ tell us in your Letter how ſolexynly this Proteſtation was mwade,: nnder 


the moft ſacred ties of Religion. But, my Lord, how ſhall we be aſſured - 
that'this Proteſtation with you ſignifies aftiy more, than if it had been 
as folemnly made under. the moſt ſacred ties of Apples and Ale 2 Or how 
could you ever hope that one who had ſo profan'd this moſt Holy My- 
ſtery of our Religion, ſo expos'd our Blefled Saviour, and put him to a 
more /infamous and' open ſhame than ever the malice of the Jews his 
Crucifiers could reach at, ' ſhould yer get any Credit to his Proteſtations 
by that Sacrament which himſelf has ſo'notoriouſly violated 2 No, my 
Lord, whatever Judgments are in/ ſtore for the Profaners of our moſt 
Sacred Rites, and the Contemners of the very Badge and Seal of our 
Holy Religion in the World to come, this we are certain is the natural 
Puniſhment of ſuch an Impiety in this World, and the greateſt Juſtice 
too that can poſlibly be, That he who has thus made a mock of all that 
is Sacred, ſhould never, in his greateſt extremeties, be believed, by 
pretending a Reverence to that Myſtery which he has 6 ANY 
{7 abus'd, 


ET 
abus'd, or hive any benefit from that Grace of God. which he has 
turn'd into Wantonneſs, = : ne 32, rd | 

What good Chriſtian- now can be {6 uncharitable as to doubt of the 
Verity of my Lord Howard's Proteſtation? What Infidel] among uscan 
withſtand the force of this Sacermental Oath made as his friend tells - 
' you (P- 2.) by oze whoſe Principles will wot allow the leafs grain of 

Equiuocation, either with God or man; and whoſe Honour and Quality, 
Behaviour and Converſation ſtrongly do gfſert the Credibility of bis Teſti- 
mozy. O Rhetorick! And have they not ſtrongly aflerted indecd ? 
Has not one only Inſtance of his Principles, his Behaviour and Conver- 
ſation left us out of all poſſibility of doubting. his Truth 2 This very 
ſingle Attion of his whole Life, this playing the Prieſt over a Bowl of 
- of Conſecrated Lambs-wool, is enough to convince us of it. Why then 
ſhould weſearch-into the whole courſe of his Converſation and Beha- 

. viour for further Arguments ? Why ſhould we purſue this Honourable. 
Peer through all the Scenes of as Infamous a Life as almoft. is to be 
found-among a whole pack of Evidences 2 What -need we follow him 
through his Brokers Shop into his ſandified. Tub, from cheating men 
oftheir Money, to gulling them of their Souls > Why ſhould we hyat 
him through all the Sefts of Religions which he has -herded amongſt, 
wichout having any at all himſelf, like the Pops that has. no Colour 
of his own, but takes that of the next ſtone. he ſticks to? Why fhould 
' © we ſearch into his ſecret Cabals with Raſcals, from the higheſt to the 
vile{t Quality, all which, in a more proper place (hall ſhortly come to 
tight 2. Why ſhould we pry into the reaſon of hisown Diſcontents, .or 
His factious improving thoſe of all others he could meet with ; his per- 
perual familiarity with'F7tz-Harys, whom by his Proteftation he would 
'znſinu2tehe was ſcarce acquainted with; his. proteſting for him whilſt 
he liv'd, and proteſting againſt him now he's dead ? What need, I ſay, 
3s there of thele, or of infinite other Inſtances of this kind, io gain a 
Reputation to his Oath at the Sacrament £ We will not C like his 
Friend the Publiſher) have his Credibihty in this Caſe depend: on 
ſuch general Arguments as the courſe of: his Life does afford. No, 
certainly the value he has for the Blefled' Sacrament. is to be eſtimared 
-  fromthat Action of his Life which more particularly relates. thereto. 
| 60d that having been ſufficiently inſiſted upon, we ſhall leave the Rea- 
er to gueſs at all the reſt of the motives of Credibility which his Friend 


tells us may be drawn. from the whole tenour: of his Behaviour. and 
\ ., Converſation by this one which we have produced, and then: defire 
him to believe as muchof this Proteſiation even as my. good Proteſtant 
Lord himſelf that made it, of Ls 


— 


—__—_ 


LOND ON, / Printed for A. B., Anno Dom. 1681. 


